This paper will discuss the student occupancy rates between 2007 and 2016 of two-year associate degree distance education programs in Turkey on the basis of both the program and the university and to identify the potential variances. As a result of descriptive analyses, it has been determined that Tour Guiding, Mapping and Cadastral Survey, and Mechatronic programs and Kafkas, Nevşehir Hacı Bektaş Veli and Celal Bayar Universities have the highest occupancy rates. It has been observed during the statistical analyses that the occupancy rates have not varied based on the period during which the program has been open and the university count. Therefore, the hypothesis that the programs opened by many universities or has accepted students for many years have the highest occupancy rate has not been supported. The university-based analyses have demonstrated that the occupancy rates of universities have varied with regard to the total number of years that distance education programs have been opened. Correspondingly, the universities which have opened the programs in more years than others, those having much experience in other words, have higher occupancy rates.
INTRODUCTION
Newly developing technologies have ensured that the initiation of structural changes in higher education institutions is imperative. The education and teaching activities provided at higher education institutions have increasingly been offered within the scope of distance education services through the support of new technologies. This emphasizes the competitive aspect of preparing students for future careers of higher education institutions (Altbach, Reisberg & Rumbley, 2016) .
As all the educational institutions have been affected by the pace of change, it is of utmost importance for higher education institutions to put an intense change period into practice. One of the most important reasons of this necessity is the adaptability of alumni to changing and developing business world. For the very reason, universities have to reconstitute their current structure in order to be able to respond to the expectation of the public in compliance with the rules of knowledge-based society (Boys, 2015) .
The development of distance education technologies has increased the interaction between teacher and student during the distance education process, and provided important contributions to the effectiveness of feedback processes in classes (Ferguson, Sharples & Beale, 2015) . As such, rise in the number of distance education programs in personal development and career development at universities is highly significant (Huang, In Turkey, many institutions conduct distance education and e-learning applications. "Inservice training", "orientation training" and "technical training" that demand expertise required by certain occupations are all conducted using distance education facilities today (Gulbahar, 2009, p. 31; Guler, 2017, p. 197) . In Turkey, web based distance education applications are primarily conducted at "associate", "bachelor" and "postgraduate" levels in universities (Dincer, 2007, p. 10 ).
The purpose of this study is to present student occupancy rates between 2007 and 2016 of two-year associate degree distance education programs on the basis of both the program and the university and to identify the potential rates of change in Turkey. In accordance with this main purpose, the sub-problems below have been identified:  What is the overall situation of the programs in 10 years in terms of student occupancy?  What is the overall situation of the universities in 10 years in terms of student occupancy of the mentioned programs?  Do the rates of student occupancy of the programs significantly change with regard to the total number of years during which the programs have been opened and the number of universities?  Is there a significant relationship between the total number of years during which the programs have been opened and the number of universities?  Do the general occupancy rate of the universities significantly change as regards the total number of programs opened within the university and the total number of years during which the programs have been opened?  Is there a significant relationship between the total number of programs opened within the university and the total number of years during which the programs have been opened?
METHOD
The aim of this study is firstly to summarize the data in a descriptive way obtained without any interference and then reveal the relationship between the related variables. The overall average occupancy rate has been obtained through re-averaging the overall occupancy rate of a program for each year throughout universities. After the occupancy rates, the total number of years during which the programs have been opened and the total number of universities that opened a distance education program in 10 years' period have been calculated. In order to find an answer to the third and fourth sub-problems, the total number of years during which the programs have been opened have been categorized as "less than 5 years" and "more than 5 years". Similarly, the number of universities that have opened a distance education program have been categorized as "fewer than 3 universities" and "more than 3 universities" in order to balance the number of universities in categories. Thanks to these categorizations, the relationship between the overall occupancy rate and the number of years during which programs have been opened and the number of universities has been examined through Mann-Whitney U test. In other words, the change in the occupancy rates has been statistically analyzed with regard to the total number of years during which the programs have been opened and the number of universities. The relationship between the total number of years and the number of universities has been examined through Chi-Square test.
After the programs-based analyses, the overall occupancy rates of each university has been calculated. In order to reach the result, the overall occupancy rate of all the programs opened within each university for each year has been calculated. There rates which have been obtained on yearly basis have been averaged by years and as a result the general occupancy rate of each university in terms of each year and program has been obtained. After this calculation, the total number of years during which each university has opened associate degree distance education program and the number of programs opened have been calculated. The variables of the number of years and programs opened have been grouped in such a way that the number of universities will be balanced in categories in order to answer the fifth and sixth sub-problems. Therefore, the universities have been split into two groups as "opened 4 or more programs" and "opened fewer than 4 programs". On the other hand, grouping by years has been done as "opened a program less than 5 years" and "opened a program for 5 and more years". After these categorizations, the relationship between the overall occupancy rate of universities and the variables of the number of programs opened and the total number of years during which programs opened has been examined via Mann-Whitney U test. In other words, the change in the occupancy rates of mentioned programs at universities have been analyzed with regard to the number of programs opened and the number of years during which programs have been opened by using Mann-Whitney U test. Besides, the relationship between the number of years during which universities have opened the programs and the total number of programs opened by each university has been examined through Chi-Square test. The descriptive analyses within the scope of this study were conducted with the Excel office program, while statistical analyses were conducted using the SPSS 20.0 package program. When the data in the Table 1 has been analyzed, it is observed that the top three programs having the highest occupancy rate are Tour Guiding, Mapping and Cadastral Survey and Mechatronics, respectively. The average occupancy rates for these programs are more than 70%. On the other hand, the last three programs having the least occupancy rates respectively are Medical Promotion and Secretarial, Industrial Automation and Cosmetics Technology. The occupancy rates of these programs are below 20%. Table 1 are examined, it is observed that 22 programs have been opened by only one university in 10 years' period. The programs that have been opened by the highest number of universities are Computer Programming, Business Management and Child Development. While the number of universities opening these programs is more than 10, it is remarkable that the Computer Programming program has been opened by 34 universities.
FINDINGS Findings within the Context of Programs

When other columns in
According to the categorized variables of the number of years and universities, the number of programs which have been opened less than 5 years is 28 while this number increases up to 30 in more than 5 years category. On the other hand, the number of programs that have been opened by fewer than 3 universities are 33 while 25 programs have been opened by more than 3 universities. As a result of the Mann-Whitney U test which has been carried out to determine the rate of change of overall occupancy rates of programs with regard to the total number of years during which they have been opened, there has found no significant relationship between the average occupancy rates of the programs and the total number of years that they have been opened (U=439, p>.05). The visualized results of Mann-Whitney U test have been presented below. The relationship between the number of years during which the programs have been opened and the categorized variable of the number of universities has been analyzed through Chi-Square test. There has found a significant relationship between the two variables as a result of this analysis (χ2(1)=28.544, p<.001). This correlation could be clearly observed in Table 2 below. As observed in Table 2 , of 33 programs opened by fewer than 3 universities, 26 programs have been opened for less than 5 years. By contrast, it is seen that the programs opened by 3 and more universities have been opened for 5 years and more. Therefore, it could be concluded that the programs opened by higher number of universities have also been opened for more years. Table 3 below presents the data about the average occupancy rates of universities for all years and all the programs they have opened, the number of years during which they opened a program and the total number of programs opened within these years. For instance, the overall average occupancy rate of associate degree distance education programs within 10 years opened by Afyon Kocatepe University which is on the first line, has been found as 55.6%. The same university has opened a program for 8 years out of 10 and the total number of the opened programs is 7.
Findings within the Context of Universities
When the data has been examined in Table 3 , it could be observed that Kafkas, Nevşehir Hacı Bektaş Veli and Celal Bayar Universities have the highest occupancy rates with over 70%. On the other hand, İstanbul Arel, İstanbul Bilgi and Cumhuriyet Universities have the lowest occupancy rates with less than 5% average. The analysis of the variance of the overall occupancy rate of universities with regard to the number of years during which universities have opened a program and the total number of programs opened within a university has been carried out with the help of categorised years and the number of year variables. As a result of the analyses, it has been concluded that 26 universities has opened fewer than 4 programs while those opening 4 and more programs has been found as 23. According to the analysis of the number of universities by years, 24 universities has opened the programs for less than 5 years while the number of universities opening a program for 5 years and more has been found as 25. It has been observed that there is not a significant relationship (U=386, p>.05) between the occupancy rates of universities and the number of programs opened. The diagram of this test has been given below. The purpose of this study has been to analyse the occupancy rates between 2007 and 2016 of two-year associate degree distance education programs on the basis of both the program and the university and to identify the potential variances of the relevant occupancy rates. As a result of the analyses, 10 years' average occupancy rates of both the programs and universities has been descriptively presented. According to the statistical analyses, it has been concluded that program-based occupancy rates have not varied with regard to the number of years and the universities. It has also been concluded that university-based occupancy rates have not changed with regarding the number of programs that they opened though there is a significant difference with regard to the total number of years during which the universities opened a program.
DISCUSSIONS and CONCLUSION
The Causalities such as the constant increase of individuals seeking self-development either through learning or personal development processes, the proliferation of lifelong learning in all sections of society, and the inability of individuals seeking self-development to abandon their current career environments have caused the constant increase in associate and bachelor level distance education programs (Sahin, 2017).
As a result of program based descriptive findings, it is observed that the programs having the lowest occupancy rate have been opened by only one university each. However, the fact that there is not a significant difference between the average occupancy rates of programs and the number of universities that opened these programs does not support the hypothesis that the programs opened by higher number of universities and thought as relatively more popular than others could have higher occupancy rate.
To put it in different way, there is not a significant difference between the occupancy rates of much known programs opened by higher number of universities and those of much specific programs opened by fewer number of universities. On the other hand, the average occupancy rates of the programs have not significantly differed with regard to the number of years during which they have been opened within the relevant years. As a matter of fact, this case supports the previously mentioned result in that there is not a significant difference between the occupancy rates of the programs which have been regularly opened for more years and those of rarely opened ones.
However, there has been found a significant relationship between the number of years during which the programs have been opened and the number of universities as a result of Chi-Square test. Depending on these relationship, it could be concluded that the programs that have been opened by higher number of universities have been opened for more years. Namely, the programs opened more frequently in specified years are those having more popularity and opened by higher number of universities. Nevertheless, it has been observed that this popularity has not made a difference on occupancy rates.
The descriptive analyses of universities have interestingly proved that the universities having much lower occupancy rates have opened only one program in one year. It could be concluded from this result that these universities have not achieved the anticipated results in terms of associate degree distance education programs and accordingly have not opened a program in later years.
The purpose of statistical analyses carried out on universities has been to test the hypothesis that regularly program-opening-universities for more years or those having higher number of programs significantly has higher occupancy rate. There has been found no significant difference between the number of programs opened and the occupancy rate of universities. Therefore, the findings has rejected the hypothesis arguing that the occupancy rate of universities opening higher number of programs and offering various associate degree distance education programs could be higher.
However, there is a significant difference in terms of the number of years during which programs have been opened and this result proves that the overall occupancy rates of universities which have opened programs for more years and have much experience in the field are higher than other universities. This finding may indicate that students opt for much experienced universities for higher education. On the other hand, Chi-Square analyses have indicated that more experienced universities have opened more programs while relatively younger universities have preferred to open fewer programs.
The programs analyzed within this study is limited to two years associate degree distance education programs. Therefore, it is recommended that future studies could focus on formal education associate degree programs and even bachelor's degree programs. Besides, the variances between the overall occupancy rates and more detailed information about universities may be examined and by this means much evidence-based information could be offered to shareholders. It is thought that the possible variation of occupancy rates may present more detailed information to students in their selection of university. 
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